12                        THE MYTH OF ADONIS

BOOK I

this form of the myth, the contest between Aphrodite and
Persephone for the possession of Adonis clearly reflects the
struggle between Ishtar and Allatu in the land of the dead,
while the decision of Zeus that Adonis is to spend one part
of the year under ground and another part above ground
is merely a Greek version of the annual disappearance and
reappearance of Tammuz.